Frequency of constitutional chromosome alterations in patients with hematologic neoplasias.
From 1978 to 1985 cytogenetic studies were performed on 718 patients with different hematologic diseases. Nine (1.25%) had a constitutional chromosome alteration. One patient had trisomy 21, four had balanced translocations and four had sex chromosome anomalies. Although the frequency of constitutional alterations was twice that seen in the newborn population, an analysis of these data and also from the literature shows a random association between constitutional chromosome alterations and hematologic neoplasias, except for patients with Down's syndrome.